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Sir: 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Prior to the examination of the above application, please amend this application 



as follows: 



IN THE CLAIMS 



Please cancel claim 1 and add the following new claims: 



J40. An electrosurgical cutting device comprising an instrument body, first and 



second cutting blades at least one of which is pivotally mounted on the body to execute 
a scissor action with respect to the other blade, and electrical supply conductors 
associated with the body for supplying an electrosurgical voltage to the first and second 
blades, wherein the first blade is a composite blade comprising a conductive outer 




to claim 40, wherein one of the supply conductors is 
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electrode, an inner conductive layer and, sandwiched between the outer electrode and 
the inner layer, an insulating layer, the supply conductors being connected respectively 
to the outer electrode and to the inner layer. 



connected directly to the inner layer. 



42. A device according to claim 40, wherein one of the supply conductors is 
coupled to the second blade and is electrically connected to the inner layer of the 
composite first blade by electrical contact between the second blade and the inner 
layer. 



43. A device according to claim 42, wherein the second blade has a 
conductive body which is in electrical contact with the inner layer of the composite first 
blade, and wherein said one supply conductor is connected to the conductive body so 
that the conductive body is electrically connected in series between said one supply 
conductor and the inner layer. 



44. A device according to claim 40, wherein each blade has a cutting edge 
which is so oriented that the blades can execute a progressive shearing action, each 
cutting edge being formed of a metallic material. 
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45. A device according to claim 40, wherein the second blade has an entirely 
metallic body and its cutting edge is formed on the metallic body. 



46. A device according to claim 40, wherein both blades are pivotally mounted 
on the instrument body. 



47. A device according to claim 40, wherein each blade comprises an 
elongate member having an outer surface, an inner shearing surface, and a cutting 
edge running along the blade and defining a boundary between the shearing surface 
and the outer surface along one side of the shearing surface, wherein the blades are so 
mounted on the instrument body that their respective cutting edges execute a 
progressive shearing action as the blades are moved to a closed configuration with the 
shearing surfaces in a face-to-face relationship, wherein the outer surface of the 
composite first blade defines a cutting face running along the blade adjacent to its 
cutting edge, each of the inner conductive layer, the insulating layer and the outer 
electrode being exposed along the cutting face with the shearing surface being formed, 
at least adjacent to the cutting edge, on the inner conductive layer. 



48. A device according to claim 47, wherein the second blade has a 
conductive body and also has a cutting face running along the blade adjacent to its 
cutting edge, the conductive body being exposed at least at the cutting edge and along 
the cutting face. 
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49. A device according to claim 48, wherein the conductive body of the 
second blade is exposed over at least a major part of the shearing surface of that 
blade. 



50. A device according to claim 47, wherein the outer electrode, the insulating 
layer and the inner conductive layer of the composite first blade are each exposed 
along an electrosurgical cutting surface which forms part of said outer surface of the 
composite first blade running along that blade adjacent to the shearing surface of that 
blade. 



51 . A device according to claim 50, wherein the electrosurgical cutting surface 
extends along the composite first blade adjacent to the opposite side of the shearing 
surface of that blade from the cutting edge, and wherein the blades are so shaped and 
mounted that, in their closed configuration, the cutting edge of the second blade runs 
along the shearing surface of the composite first blade and is spaced from the 



composite first blade electrosurgical cutting surfacef 5 



Tace^ 5 



REMARKS 

By this Preliminary Amendment, Applicant has canceled claim 1 and added new 
claims 40-51. New claims 40-51 copy claims 1-12 of U.S. Patent No. 5,860,975, issued 
on January 19, 1999. Applicant requests examination of pending claims 40-51. 
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